
Sinan,
invites you to 
discover his work.
This map presents you with 
6 different routes to see 
Istanbul from Sinan’s eyes and 
understand the world of the 
Ottomans. It also helps you create 
alternative routes following your 
own curiosity. 

From Süleymaniye Külliye to 
Topkapı Palace kitchens, from 
the Mihrimah Sultan Mosque to 
Hayrettin Pasha Tomb, from the 
least known to the most famous, 
Sinan’s works, every one of them 
worth seeing, shed light on the 
16th century Istanbul.

You can arrange a short and 
quick trip or you can visit all 
of Sinan’s works to understand 
him completely. You will get lost 
in the depths of history while 
following Sinan’s footsteps and 
will rediscover Istanbul, the 
capital of Empires.

Istanbul
in Mimar 
Sinan’s 
footsteps

1 Pertev Pasha Tomb          
Originally an Albanian, Pertev Mehmet Pasha served as a Vizier during the reigns of 
Suleiman the Magnificent and Selim II. He commissioned Sinan to build a large külliye 
(complex) in İzmit and had his tomb constructed in Istanbul while he was still alive.  

2 Tomb of Siyavuş Pasha’s Son  
The tomb is situated inside a large courtyard and three of its walls go beyond the 
courtyard wall. The courtyard wall features a fountain dedicated to the memory of 
Siyavuş Pasha dating from 1602. Inside the courtyard is a fenced burial area with ornate 
gravestones. There are two wooden and nine marble sarcophaguses with botanical 
ornamentation inside the tomb. 

3Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Medrese
The rectangular medrese (educational institution) is inside the Sokollu Mehmet Pasha 
Külliye in Eyüp.  The medrese has rooms stretching along both sides of a long narrow 
rectangular courtyard and a dershane (main classroom) situated on the symmetry axis.  In 
total the has 23 domed rooms.

3 Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Darülkurra 
Situated inside a courtyard that is separated from the tomb and medrese by a low wall, the 
darülkurra (Koran school) has an entrance canopy covered by a small dome and a main 
space with a square plan. 

4  Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Tomb  
Included among the tombs of important Ottoman statesmen in Eyüp, Sokollu Mehmet 
Pasha’s tomb is situated right in front of the medrese. The tomb is connected to the medrese 
with a portico with three arches and a flat roof. 

5 Zal Mahmut Pasha Mosque 
The dome of the almost square mosque rises on pendentives and is 12.4 m in diameter 
and 21.8 m in height.   Many high windows bring in a good deal of light to keep the 
interior illuminated.  This is a design feature that Sinan used often in his later years.

5 Zal Mahmut Pasha Medrese I
Unlike the monumental mosque, both medrese are quite unimposing. Both have 
asymmetrical plans where the dershane is off the central axis. The porticoes have varying 
arch spans. This first medrese is in the same courtyard as the mosque.

5 Zal Mahmut Pasha Medrese II
The L-shaped second medrese is at a lower elevation and shares the same courtyard as the 
tomb.  The cascading layout of the different sized rooms parallel to the Golden Horn was 
designed in harmony with the landscape and the slope of the wall along the waterfront. 

6 Zal Mahmut Pasha Tomb 
Sinan built a tomb for Zal Mahmut Pasha and his wife Şahsultan that is similar to a 
Sultan’s tomb because Şahsultan was one of Selim II’s daughters. With its double walled 
design and interlaced double domes, this imposing building is a simplified version of the 
tombs of Sultan Suleiman and Selim II –also built by Sinan- and does not have porticoes.

19 Sultan Selim I Medrese
Built in his father’s name on the orders of Suleiman the Magnificent, the medrese consists 
of a series of porticoed student rooms lined up around a courtyard and a large dershane 
(main classroom) that is used as a small mosque. Unlike the rest of the structure, the 
dershane is built with limestone accentuates the importance of the dershane.

20 Hüsrev Çelebi (Ramazan Efendi) Mosque
Also known as Bezirganbaşı Mosque, the most impressive feature of this modestly built 
mosque is the 16th-century tiles that almost completely cover its interior. The rectangular 
mosque is covered with a hipped wooden roof that is plated with lead that also covers the 
narthex portico.  It is presumed that this peculiar roof once had a dome inside. 

21 Haseki Hürrem Sultan Mosque
Haseki Külliye is Sinan’s first work after he assumed the title of chief architect. The 
mosque is located in the east side of the külliye while the other külliye structures are 
located as a group to the north.  The mosque is a simple cube with two domes of 11.3 m 
that sit on high drums on the outside and oyster shaped squinches to the inside.  Sinan 
designed the original mosque with a single dome and Hasan Bey added the second dome 
and a portico with three arches in 1603-17. 

21 Haseki Hürrem Sultan Medrese
The medrese that is across from the mosque is a classical building consisting of domed 
rooms placed on the three sides of a courtyard fully surrounded by porticoes. The vakfiye 
(endowment charter) dated 1551 was written after the külliye was completed. 

21 Haseki Hürrem Sultan Mekteb
Here, Sinan employed a prototype that had emerged in the second half of the 15th 
century during the reign of Fatih Sultan Mehmet. In this prototype for a children’s Koran 
school, the first unit is a summer time classroom where both facades are columned and 
open while the second unit is a covered winter classroom.  

21 Haseki Hürrem Sultan Darüşşifa
The darüşşifa (hospital) located at the back of the medrese has a unique design compared 
to the other structures therein and represents the ‘classical’ style of Sinan.  A similar 
octagonal courtyard can be seen in Rüstem Pasha Medrese in Fatih. 

22 Sokollu Mehmed Pasha Mosque
It was commissioned for Sokollu Mehmed Pasha by his wife in 1571.  While the outer 
walls of the medrese were built with cut limestone and bricks, the mosque was built only 
with cut limestone.  For the mosque, 900 Murano candles were ordered from Venice, lead 
from Skopje and window glasses and a variety of candles from Dubrovnik. 

22 Sokollu Mehmed Pasha Tekke
A partition wall running behind the mosque’s qibla wall separates the tekke (dervish 
lodge), located in the north side, from the rest of the külliye.  The tekke is located on a 
higher elevation than the other structures on the sloping terrain.  Having long remained 
open and affiliated with the Halveti sect, the tekke was closed down as a result of the law 
passed on the ‘Shutting Down of Monasteries, Zawiyas, and Tombs’ in 1925.  

30 Şehzade Mehmet Tabhane
Similar to Fatih Mosque, Şehzade Mehmet Mosque does not have an integrated tabhane 
(guesthouse). Instead the tabhane was designed as a separate building in the külliye and 
has design references to the early periods of Ottoman architecture. The building consists 
of two symmetrical parts covered with a dome with a cupola in the middle and four 
domed sections surrounding the covered hall therein.  

31 Hüsrev Kethuda Darülkurra
The chamberlain of the Vizier Kara Ahmet Pasha, Hüsrev Kethüda, has commissioned 
the construction of many charity works in Istanbul such as the darülkurra (Koran 
school) in Vefa. A dome covers a square structure of 7 x 7 m interior and 9 x 9 m exterior 
dimensions and sits on squinches to the inside and on an octagonal drum to the outside.  

32 Süleymaniye Külliye (1550-1557)
Sultan Suleiman who is also known as Suleiman the Magnificent commissioned the 
külliye that completes the most impressive part of Istanbul’s silhouette. In the center, it 
has a mosque and the tombs of Sultan Suleiman and Haseki Hürrem Sultan. The mosque 
is surrounded by several medrese. The four minarets of the mosque in the külliye represent 
the fact that Suleiman is the fourth sultan of Istanbul after Mehmet the Conqueror while 
the ten minaret balconies represent the fact that he is the tenth Ottoman Sultan.    

32 Sultan Süleyman Tomb
The octagonal tomb was built between 1566 and 1568 following Sultan Suleiman’s death.  
The tomb has different features than all preceding tombs in Ottoman architecture. The 
octagonal tomb sits on a high platform and is surrounded by porticoes. A fenced burial 
area was added to the tomb in the 17th century and gradually grew with new burials until 
the 20th century and contains a total of 581 graves. 

32 Hürrem Sultan Tomb
Hürrem Sultan died shortly after the Edirne excursion on which she accompanied 
Suleiman the Magnificent.  Her tomb was built between 1557 and 1558. It has 
characteristics typical to 16th century. It is designed as octagon on the outside and 
hexadecagon to the inside.  The tomb is covered with a 9.2 m wide dome that sits on a 
round drum.  

32 Süleymaniye Medrese (Evvel and Sani)
There are two medrese called the evvel (first) and sani (second) on the western side of 
the mosque. Presumably built around 1552-1553, these two medrese have symmetric 
architectural plans. Sinan has introduced new architectural solutions in these medrese 
buildings such has porticoes that reach to the dershane (main classroom) from two sides, 
the ivan-like seating alcoves across from the dershane, toilets within the building, and 
additional openings for light above the windows in the rooms.

32 Süleymaniye Medrese (Salis and Rabi) 
Although the exact construction date of the twin medrese, salis (third) and rabi (fourth), 
which look onto the Golden Horn, is not clear, it is generally accepted that both buildings 
were completed in 1558. Lined up next to one another in the east side of the külliye, the 

40 Molla Çelebi Mosque
According to the vakfiye (endowment charter) of the mosque from 1570, the complex was 
designed as a small külliye.  Sinan built its hamam and mosque, which has a hexagonal 
plan.  The sıbyan mekteb (children’s Koran school) and hamam have not reached our day. 

41 Sinan Pasha Mosque
Built in 1555-1556, the walls of the mosque were constructed in alternating layers of 
stones and bricks, rather than cut limestone as in the cases of other mosques built 
by Sinan for chief admirals. The interior of the mosque was deliberately designed 
expansively so that the sailors could perform their prayers in a large congregation at the 
mosque every year before they departed from Beşiktaş.  

41 Sinan Pasha Medrese
The medrese is part of the külliye that was commissioned by Sinan Pasha. Today only 
the mosque and medrese remain. The medrese is built in alternating layers of stones and 
bricks, and has 12 rooms.  It has a marble fountain in its courtyard. 

42 Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha Tomb
The master of seaman, Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha had endowed a külliye, consisting of 
a small mosque, medrese, imaret and tomb, adjacent to his palace on the shore outside 
of Galata city walls near modern day Beşiktaş. The tomb was the only building built 
by Sinan in this külliye and also it is the only structure surviving to this day. Barbaros 
Hayreddin Pasha Tomb is the first tomb constructed by Sinan.  

43 Hüsrev Kethuda Hamam
Being one of the charity works commissioned by Hüsrev Kethüda, the chamberlain of the 
Vizier Kara Ahmet Pasha, this hamam (bathhouse) was constructed as a twin bathhouse 
where men’s and women’s sections have the same architectural plan.  The hamam uses a 
plan scheme with a dome in the middle, a transverse sıcaklık (heat room) and three halvet 
(private rooms). 

44 Mihrimah Sultan Mosque
Since the mosques built for lady sultans had a rather modest budget, they were not 
generally monumental in their architectural design. However, the Mihrimah Sultan 
Mosque differs from other lady sultan mosques of the past with its two minarets and four 
columned selatin dome.  

44 Mihrimah Sultan Medrese
The medrese is located in the east side of the mosque and on an axis that slightly angles 
towards north as compared to the mosque.  Its monumental entrance gate features a 
mukarnas design and a low round arch. 

44 Mihrimah Sultan Sıbyan Mekteb
Separated from the mosque and the medrese by a street, the sıbyan mekteb (children’s 
Koran school) is located in the south side of the külliye.  It is connected to the mosque 
through a rather modest gate that opens to a narrow street.  Appearing rather heavy on 
the outside, the sıbyan mekteb retains its unique interior and exterior features.

7 Defterdar Mahmut Çelebi Mescid
This small structure situated on the shore of Golden Horn was commissioned by 
Nazlı Mahmut Çelebi who was the chief treasurer during the reign of Suleiman the 
Magnificent.  Various sources suggest that the minaret tip of this small mosque was made 
in the form of a pen immersed into an ink-pot owing to the fact that Mahmut Çelebi was 
also a master calligrapher. 

8 Mihrimah Sultan Mosque (Edirnekapı)
Mihrimah Sultan has commissioned two mosques to Sinan.  Thanks to its monumental 
structure and aesthetic design, the mosque in Edirnekapı outshines the one in Üsküdar.  
But, unlike the mosque in Üsküdar with two minarets, here the mosque features a single 
minaret. The monumental size of the dome crowning the Mihrimah Sultan Mosque 
makes it the largest and highest domed mosque that Sinan has ever built for a lady sultan. 

8 Mihrimah Sultan Hamam (Edirnekapı)
The men and women sections of this double hamam (bathhouse) are located in the east 
side of the külliye and are identical in terms of their plan. The square camekan (changing 
rooms) are covered with domes and are followed by warm rooms with cavetto vaults. 

8 Mihrimah Sultan Medrese (Edirnekapı)
The medrese was possibly completed some time in 1568-69.  Despite the fact that the 
symmetry of the structure was somewhat compromised by the neighboring vakıf 
(endowment) buildings on this narrow site, it coalesced organically with the city that 
surrounds it.  The mosque and the U-shaped medrese share the same courtyard. 

9 Güzel Ahmed Pasha Tomb
Mihrimah Sultan is buried in her beloved father’s tomb. The tomb in the Mihrimah 
Sultan Külliye belongs to the Grand Vizier Güzel Ahmed Pasha, the son-in-law of 
Mihrimah Sultan, and contains sixteen marble sarcophaguses pertaining to the Pasha 
and other family members.  

10 Semiz Ali Pasha Medrese
Having been taken in as a devshirme in the 1520’s and brought to Topkapı Palace as a 
palace boy, Semiz Ali Pasha was made a janissary agha in 1546 and was then promoted 
to be the Rumeli Governor and then to be the Governor of Egypt.  He commissioned a 
medrese to Sinan, which has a similar design to Süleymaniye Medrese where the rooms 
are lined up in the form of the letter U surrounding a rectangular courtyard. 

11 Mesih Mehmet Pasha Mosque
The 12.8 m wide dome of the transversely rectangular mosque sits on an octagonal 
baldachin formed by arches and 8 elephant feet columns.  The single balcony minaret 
on the northwest corner of the mosque has a 24-cornered plan and still retains its unique 
features save for its honeycomb and spire. 

11 Mesih Mehmet Pasha Tomb
The tomb of Mesih Mehmet Pasha who died in 1589 is located in the middle of the 
mosque’s front courtyard where typically there would be a fountain. The tomb is placed 
instead of the fountain to allegorically turn the castrated body of the benefactor into the 
refreshing ab-ı hayat (water of life) mentioned in the building inscription. 

23 Rüstem Pasha Medrese
Having once been located in the busiest commercial region of Istanbul, the medrese 
(education institution) in Eminönü / Cağaloğlu area has a square design on the outside 
and an octagonal design to the inside.  The porticos surrounding the medrese courtyard, 
except for the vault in front of the dershane (main classroom), are covered with domes. 
Despite its plain facade, this building is one of the most significant works from the 
classical period that has survived to this day.

24 Kapıağası Cafer Agha Medrese
The construction of the structure that was built independently from the külliye was 
commenced by Kapığası Cafer Agha but was completed by his brother after his death.  
The structure aligned in the north-south direction consists of rooms and porticoes lined 
up in a U-shape with uneven sides and a dershane placed in the middle of the open facade 
of the U-shaped design. 

25 At Meydanı (İbrahim Pasha) Palace 
The Hippodrome, first built in year 203, has witnessed the important events such as 
feasts, weddings, races and rebellions throughout history. The fact that the İbrahim Pasha 
was able to have a palace in this prestigious area even though he was just a chief eunuch 
shows his political influence and close relations with the Sultan. The foundation and 
outer walls of the palace located in an area that is descending towards the Hippodrome 
were built with stonemasonry. Today the palace hosts the Turkish and Islamic Arts 
Museum.

26 Haseki Hürrem Sultan Hamam
In 16th century upon the orders of Hürrem Sultan, the wife of Suleiman the Magnificent, 
Sinan built a hamam (bathhouse) between the Hagia Sophia and the future Sultanahmet 
Mosque. Trying something different from the traditional Ottoman hamam architecture, 
Sinan has placed the men’s and women’s sections on the same axis. 

27 Sultan Selim II Tomb
Located in the courtyard of Hagia Sophia Museum, the tomb of Sultan Selim II was 
commissioned by Selim II but was completed three years after his death.  Later other 
Sultans were also buried in this tomb symbolizing the continuity of the dynasty, 
and turning a part of Hagia Sophia into a dynastic cemetery. There are a total of 42 
sarcophaguses in this tomb.

27 Tomb of Şehzadeler 
Also known as Şehzâdegân Tomb, the tomb of Şehzadeler (princes) is located in Hagia 
Sophia, next to tomb of Murat III. The tomb contains a total of 5 sarcophaguses for Murat 
III’s four sons and one daughter.  

28 Palace Kitchens
Palace kitchens located at the second courtyard of Topkapı Palace, also known as the 
Divan or Justice Square, were called Matbah-ı Amire. Preparing meals for an average of 
three thousand people, the kitchen could provide food for up to ten thousand people on 
special occasions. The kitchens were originally built in the 15th century and extended in 
the 16th century during the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent. After the fire of 1574, the 
kitchens were enlarged and rebuilt by Sinan.

medrese consist of twenty rooms and one dershane (main classroom).  These medrese are 
one of the most unique and interesting examples of Ottoman architecture with their 
elevated rooms, sloping courtyard and cascading porticoes, as well as the lieutenant 
rooms placed underneath. 

32 Süleymaniye Darülhadis
Among the five medrese in the külliye, this darülhadis (hadith school) has the highest rank 
because it is dedicated to the study of the teachings of Prophet Mohammed.  In the vakfiye 
(endowment charter) it is written “They established a unique and invaluable darülhadis 
in the qibla axis of the mosque in order to convey the works and sayings of the Prophet 
Mohammed.”  

32 Süleymaniye Mekteb
This mekteb (children’s Koran school) is located right next to the Sani and Evvel Medrese 
and has two main spaces.  It was presumably completed in 1552-1553.  The rectangular 
shaped 5.9 x 8.9 m building is crowned with a vault and a dome. 

32 Süleymaniye Darüşşifa
Consisting of two successively porticoed courtyards located opposite the medical school, 
the first portico of the darüşşifa (hospital) was being used as a polyclinic.  Every patient 
coming to the 40 to 50-bed capacity darüşşifa would be accepted on a nondiscriminatory 
basis.  Unlike other Ottoman hospitals, this particular structure had a separate neurology 
department. As was the case in the darüşşifa in Edirne, patients here were also treated 
with music therapy. 

32 Süleymaniye İmaret
Referred to as dârüzziyâfe in the literature, the imaret (soup kitchen) is located in 
between the caravanserai and the medical school. The imaret is measured about 70 x 48 
m in its widest point.  Stairs through the north gate lead to a sunken inner courtyard. 
At the center of the courtyard, which grabs attention with its harmonious and unique 
proportions, stands a beautiful fountain.

32 Süleymaniye Caravanserai
The caravanserai that is also known as the tabhane (guesthouse) is located to the north 
side of the külliye, next to the imaret.  It is built on the side of the hill that slopes down 
to the Golden Horn. Buttresses support the north wall of the caravanserai that runs 
alongside the street. The caravanserai consists of domed square rooms that are lined up 
around an inner courtyard with a fountain and porticoes.  

32 Süleymaniye Hamam
This hamam (bathhouse) –also called Dökmeciler Hamam (iron founders bathhouse) due 
to a large concentration of iron foundry artisans around this area- is located in the north 
corner of the külliye.     

33 Rüstem Pasha Mosque
Rüstem Pasha’s wife completed the mosque in Tahtakale after his death.  While 
Süleymaniye Mosque is placed on the top of the city silhouette, Rüstem Pasha’s mosque is 
placed under it in an effort to create a hierarchy between the buildings.  The mosque sits 
on an elevated courtyard, this courtyard is one of the best surprises in Tahtakale.

45 Şemsi Ahmet Pasha Mosque
It is the only mosque in Istanbul whose walls are still washed by the cool waves of the 
Bosphorus.  It is also known as the Kuşkonmaz Mosque.  The experience of the interior of 
this small mosque is compromised with later added separations for women and staff. 

45 Şemsi Ahmet Pasha Tomb
Uniquely, Şemsi Ahmet Pasha’s tomb was constructed adjacent to the mosque.  It is the 
extension of the interior of the mosque separated by a bronze meshed arch. 

46 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Hamamı
Also known as Yeşil Direkli Hamam or the Grand Hamam, the building was 
commissioned by Valide Nurbanu Sultan, mother of Murat III, for the purpose of 
generating income for the Atik Valide Sultan Külliye in Topbaşı, Üsküdar. It is built with 
alternating layers of stones and bricks, and has equivalent and separate spaces for men 
and women.  Since 1964 the building is used as for retail under the name of ‘Sinan the 
Architect Bazaar’.

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Mosque
Being one of the biggest külliye of Istanbul in terms of its size, the külliye confirms the 
power of Valide Nurbanu Sultan, consolidated further after the rising of her husband 
Selim II to the throne after a power struggle. Despite the fact that the spectacular gardens 
of the külliye are partially lost, the flowers blossoming in the porticoed courtyard during 
the spring as well as the centuries-old plane trees and various other trees keep alive the 
memory of the past ages.   

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Caravanserai
Situated in front of a group of buildings that consists of a darülkurra (Koran school), 
imaret (soup kitchen) and darüşşifa (hospital), this rectangular structure stretching in the 
north-south direction was arranged as a twin caravanserai.  Also known as a misafirhane 
(guesthouse), the caravanserai is a grand structure that runs along Bağlarbaşı Street 
together with the darüşşifa and the imaret.

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Darulkurra
The darülkurra (Koran school) and the darülhadis (hadith school) were re-purposed as 
Toptaşı Prison from the 1940s to the 1980s.  Toptaşı Prison was a well-known place 
which saw the imprisonment of many people from all walks of life including artists, 
intellectuals, and mafia members during that particular period. 

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Medrese
The medrese located in the north side of the mosque is situated on a lower elevation than 
the mosque. The medrese courtyard can be accessed with stairs from the north portico of 
the mosque courtyard through an arched gate. The main gate of the building is located at 
the end of the west side. 

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Darüşşifa
According to the vakfiye (endowment charter) of Valide Nurbanu Sultan, this darüşşifa 
(hospital) was built for treating all patients in need.  It is also known as Toptaşı 
Bimarhane and is situated to the north of the imaret (soup kitchen).   The 37 x 44 m 
structure is designed around its own inner courtyard similar to the tabhane (guesthouse). 

Uzun Kemer Aqueduct
Approximately 26 m high and 711 m long, it is the largest structure of Kırkçeşme water 
facilities. It is built with cut stones. The two-level structure has 50 niches above and 47 
niches below. These niches have lancet arches, and they are 4.5 to 5.35 m apart.

Güzelce Aqueduct
Currently included inside the Alibeyköy Dam’s water basin, the aqueduct is 170 m long 
and 32 m high.  The two-story aqueduct has 11 lancet arched niches on the top and 8 on 
the bottom. It has a design that differs from the Roman period aqueducts. While Roman 
and Byzantine aqueducts have the same thickness at the bottom and top, aqueducts built 
by Sinan become thinner from bottom to the top.

Mağlova Aqueduct
Mağlova Aqueduct, a part of Kırkçeşme water facilities made Sinan famous, and of which 
also Sinan speaks highly, is one of the most beautiful structures of the facility. Here, as 
well as Sinan’s creative engineering, the designing power of an architect, mastering dome 
bearing systems, have been displayed. The structure that is 257 m long and 27.5 m high 
was built as a two-story aqueduct with each level featuring four round-arched grand 
niches.  

Havz-ı Kebir
Waters from Kırkçeşme water facilities used to accumulate at this cylindrical basin in 
the vicinity of Mağlova Aqueduct. The pool that was built in two levels is buried to a 
certain degree in the soil.   Inner section has gutters, allowing the waters from Kırkçeşme 
water facilities to pour into the basin. Despite the centuries, water still flows through the 
gutters. The basin still continues to operate.

Kovuk (Eğri) Aqueduct
The aqueduct that is 207 m long and 35 m high resembles the Uzun Kemer Aqueduct 
due to such details including the types of stones used in its construction, and masonry 
detailing. The first level has 4, the second has 10, the third level has 33 arches making a 
total of 47 arches in this 3-story structure. Except for the lancet arch at the third story, the 
arches are round.

Haramidere Bridge
It is one of the few bridges that Sinan built in Istanbul.  Although the patron of the 
structure is not known for certain, it is believed that it was one of the chief eunuchs who 
lived during the lifetime of Sinan.  The bridge is located in Haramidere that is between 
the lakes of Büyükçekmece and Küçükçekmece. 

12 Mimarbaşı Sinan Agha Mosque
Having been built with alternating layers of stone and brick, the structure has a 
transversely rectangular design and consists of an eyvan style summer section with 
an open front and a winter section that is fully covered. The L-shaped summer section 
partially surrounds the small mosque from the outside and resembles a narthex portico. 

13 Bali Pasha Mosque
The stone masonry mosque has its minaret on the right side as was the tradition. It was 
commissioned but not be completed during the lifetime of Malkoçoğlu Bali Pasha, the 
Vizier of Bayezid II.  His wife Hüma Sultan completed it after his death. 

14 Hüsrev Pasha Tomb
Hüsrev Pasha was a member of Sokullu Mehmet Pasha’s family.  His tomb is worth 
seeing.  The tomb is ornamented on every facade and has a dome that is fitted through a 
row of mukarnas (stalactite) to a hexadecagon and then to octagon plan with three more 
rows of mukarnas.

15 Hadım İbrahim Pasha Mosque
The design and plan of this mosque resemble the Bali Pasha Mosque that was also built 
by Sinan.  The dome is 12 meters in diameter and transitions to the square plan of the 
mosque with oyster-like squinches in four corners. 

15 Hadım İbrahim Pasha Tomb
The pasha’s tomb located in the northwest side of the mosque has a rather modest 
architecture.  It is an open tomb built with white marble. It has a rectangular plan and its 
facades are divided into six sections by marble frames. 

16 Kara Ahmet Pasha Mosque
The 12 m wide central dome sits on lancet arches and six red granite columns and forms a 
hexagonal baldachin. The hexagonal baldachin structure in the interior is reflected on the 
outer body with six retaining arches that support the drum of the dome. 

16 Kara Ahmet Pasha Medrese
The U-shaped medrese, that shares the same courtyard as the mosque, has sixteen rooms 
for students and one dershane (main classroom).  The dershane is covered by a 5.6 m wide 
dome and emphasizes the mihrab (niche for qibla) axis.  

17 Kara Ahmet Pasha Tomb
The tomb has a higher façade when compared to the other tombs built by Sinan. It is 
an octagon from the outside and a dodecagon from the inside. The tomb houses only the 
benefactor’s sarcophagus. The small burial area that once surrounded the tomb is no 
longer there.

18 Şah Huban Hatun Tomb
The tomb of Şah Huban Hatun, one of the wives of Murat II, is located in a rectangular 
courtyard together with sıbyan mektebi (children’s Koran school).  The wooden 
sarcophagus of Şah Huban Hatun is placed on a recently built concrete platform right in 
the center of the tomb.  

29 Sultan Murat III Mansion 
The mansion, also known as Murad-ı Salis Kasrı, is located at the harem section of the 
Topkapı Palace.  It was used as the official and private quarters of Murat III.   The top 
floor of the double story building was designed as a winter residence and the ground floor 
as a summer residence. The lower floor of the mansion features a large fountain pool 
covered with a vault and the top floor has a bay window that was commissioned during 
the reign of Ahmet I. 

30 Rüstem Pasha Tomb
His wife Mihrimah Sultan endowed Rüstem Pasha’s tomb in 1562.  The octagonal tomb is 
covered with a lead-plated dome that is placed on cut limestone walls.

30 Şehzade Mehmet Mosque
This monumental structure, built in the honor of Şehzade Mehmet is the first selatin 
(commissioned by the sultan) mosque of Sinan in Istanbul. Unlike the hard-lined 
cubic style of previous selatin mosques in Istanbul, Şehzade Mosque has a pyramidal 
superstructure and matching ratios. The interior spaces of the mosque can easily be 
perceived from the outside.

30 Şehzade Mehmet  Tomb
Not only does the mosque’s monumental structure imitate the selatin mosques, but the 
tomb located outside the mosque also resembles that of selatin tombs.  The tomb contains 
four sarcophaguses. It is claimed that the four-legged, wooden throne over Şehzade 
Mehmet’s sarcophagus, decorated with ivory inlays, makes a reference to the fate of his 
reign, which never happened.

30 Şehzade Mehmet Medrese
This medrese, built with cut limestone, constitutes the north courtyard wall of the külliye.  
The medrese, despite its asymmetrical plan, is in dialogue with the mosque with its 
classical design and decoration.    

30 Şehzade Mehmet Mekteb
Constituting a part of the külliye, the sıbyan mektebi (children’s Koran school) is located 
next to the imaret (soup kitchen) in the south side of the mosque’s outer courtyard. The 
square shaped interior of the structure is covered with a 7.5 m diameter dome that sits on 
an octagonal drum. 

30 Şehzade Mehmet İmaret
Also known as dârüzziyafe and dârü’l-it’am in some sources, the imaret (soup kitchen) is 
located in the south side of Dede Efendi Street that borders on the south side of Şehzade 
Mosque’s outer courtyard.    Accessed through a door to the north, the imaret has a square 
courtyard with lined with a row of six domes on each side.  The courtyard does not have 
porticoes. 

30 Şehzade Mehmet Caravanserai
The caravanserai (inn for travelers) is adjacent to the tabhane (guesthouse) and has a barn.  
This rectangular space is covered with eight domes that are supported by three columns 
in the center.

34 Piyale Pasha Mosque
The mosque built near Kasımpaşa shipyard on the commission of Piyale Mehmet Pasha, 
who is of Croatian origin, keeps the memory of the many victories the Pasha had won 
in the Mediterranean Sea. Similarly the mosque re-uses the plan scheme of early grand 
mosques of Ottoman architecture, to bring them back to memory. 

35 Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Mosque
Sokollu Mehmet Pasha commissioned a mosque in Azapkapı near the shipyards. 
The location makes a reference to his successful early career in the navy. It has a 
close association with the silhouette of Süleymaniye Mosque across the Golden Horn. 
Especially around sunset, the light pouring in through the stained glasses into the 
mosque creates a unique visual impact.

36 Rüstem Pasha Caravanserai
Built in parallel to Galata city walls, on the opposite side of the historical peninsula, the 
caravanserai served for the busy 16th century commercial life. Located in Karaköy, near 
Fatih Bedesten, it is presumed that this caravanserai was built on the remains of Saint 
Michel, a Genoese church.

37 Kılıç Ali Pasha Mosque
Kılıç Ali Paşa Külliye is one of the three külliye built by Sinan on the shores of Istanbul 
for chief admirals and consists of a mosque, tomb, medrese, and hamam.  The mosque 
resembles a small version of the Hagia Sophia with its half-domes on either side of the 
main dome, arches and retaining walls on both sides.   

37 Kılıç Ali Pasha Tomb
It has an octagonal body and is built of limestone just like the Şehzadeler and Zal 
Mahmut Pasha tombs.  Like the mosque, the tomb itself, resembles in style selatin 
(commissioned by the sultan) structures and features a double walled dome as in the 
cases of the tombs of Sultan Suleiman and Selim II, also built by Sinan.  

37 Kılıç Ali Pasha Fountain
The 3.9 m high, domed fountain is located in the northeast corner of the külliye.  With its 
location, the fountain emphasizes the orientation of the mosque towards the public space.   
While the front façade of the fountain is fully covered with white marble, other facades 
are made with cut limestone. 

38 Kılıç Ali Paşa Hamamı
Built in the years between 1578 and 1583, Kılıç Ali Pasha Hamam was constructed in the 
alternating layers of stones and bricks, like many other Ottoman hamam.  Its magnificent 
14 m wide dome is larger than the mosque’s main dome.  

39 Tophane Vault
Once a forested area, settlement in Tophane, started following the conquest of Istanbul, 
especially after the construction of the canon foundry, tophane, which would also lend its 
name to the suburb. Built on a steep hill, the building was erected on a high basement 
and a vaulted infrastructure.   The building was once visible from the sea; today many 
buildings from 20th century along the coastline obstruct the view.

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan İmaret
This külliye on the Empire’s main road, used to cater for the needs of the pilgrims going to 
Mecca, as well as the travelers and merchants who traveled to and from Asia.  The imaret 
(soup kitchen) represents the only surviving example of Sinan’s creative architectural 
planning, which brings together different functional spaces, intended for the travelers in 
a single block.  

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Tekke
This tekke (dervish lodge) constitutes a rare example of tekke built by Sinan along with 
the one built for İsmihan Sultan and Sokollu Mehmet Pasha, daughter and son-in-law of 
Valide Nurbanu Sultan. The tekke has an irregular shape integrating with the narrow and 
sloping site the building sits on. 

47 Atik Valide Nurbanu Sultan Sıbyan Mekteb
The building has no surviving inscriptions.  Its square base is covered with a dome that 
sits without a drum on pendentives. Although the sıbyan mekteb (children’s Koran school) 
is a modestly sized, plain building, there are calligraphy ornamentations on the inside of 
the dome and on the pendentives. 

48 Gazi İskender Pasha Mosque
Gazi İskender Pasha rose from the position of the chief gardener to Governor of Egyptian 
in the court of Suleiman the Magnificent and acquired the title of the ‘Conqueror of 
Famagusta’. He commissioned a mosque in Kanlıca. This transversely rectangular 
mosque is built in alternating layers of stones and bricks.

48 Gazi İskender Pasha Tomb
Although tombs that are annexed to mosques are traditionally located in a fenced burial 
area in the south end of the mosques, Gazi İskender Pasha Tomb is peculiarly located 
in the north side of the mosque towards seaside, not in the traditional spot of behind the 
qibla wall. The tomb has a rectangular design with masonry walls and a wooden roof. 
Moreover, the tomb contains two undated marble sarcophaguses.

İstanbul Development Agency 

supports the ‘Grand Master Sinan 

the Architect Project as a New 

Tourism Route.’a

Harita çizimi: Tan Cemal Genç
Harita tasarımı: Superpool

2015



çizim: Tan Cemal Genç, 2015

8

5

2

9

6

3

7

4

1

12 13
14

10

11

17

18

15

16

20

22

21

23

24

25

27

26

28

29

30

32

31

33

34

35

37

36

38

39

40

42

41
43

4445

47

46

48
49

19


